
Ride2stride 2016 
A week of walks, talks and music along the  

Settle to Carlisle railway line 

 

 

 

(High Cup Nick - photo: John Wood) 

“Loved the area, the walks and the train journey” 

“We’ve never been North before” 

“See you next year” 

 

 

 



The 2016 Ride2stride Walking 

Festival started on Tuesday April 26th. 

A crowd of 104 walkers gathered on 

Settle station, to hear Diane Taylor from 

Friends of Dales Rail open the 5th 

Festival, before setting off on one of 3 

led walks                                                                                     

Despite the cold and the forecast of 

snow this was the busiest opening day 

since Ride2stride started in 2012. Dr 

David Johnson of Ingleborough 

Archaeology Group freely admits to 

being “gobsmacked” when 51 people 

turned up on his walk. This enthusiasm 

continued all week with around 800 

people taking part in the various 

activities, despite the sometimes 

appalling weather. 

Ride2stride is a week of walks, talks and 
music, all put on by organisations active 
in the Yorkshire Dales and Eden Valley 
and co-ordinated by a small steering 
group made up of representatives of 
some of the participating groups.  
This year Friends of the Settle-Carlisle 
Line, Friends of Dales Rail, Yorkshire 
Dales Society, Ingleborough Archaeology 
Group, Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority, Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust, Friends of A Dales High Way, RSPB 
and North Craven Heritage Trust all took part. As usual the music was organised by the 3 Peaks Folk Club.  

People travel from all over to attend Ride2stride with people coming back year after year and staying in cottages, 

B&B’s, pubs and hotels. Someone even stayed in a tent! This year overseas visitors came from the USA, Belgium, 

Estonia, the Netherlands and Tuscany and in the UK from Scotland, Wales and all over England. More local people 

joined in than ever before, probably due to the very good coverage in the Craven Herald. This is especially welcome 

as many of them took leaflets promoting the walks that FoSCL, FDR, YDS and YDNPA put on all year round.  

Walk leaders’ feedback shows that over 80% of used the train at some point.  People travelled by train or stayed in 

accommodation locally, bringing business to the area early in the season and increasing people’s awareness of the 

area and of the use of the Settle to Carlisle railway line to access the Yorkshire Dales and Eden Valley.  

“I had no idea Yorkshire was like this” 

Visitors told us that on days they didn’t walk they took the train to Skipton, Leeds and Appleby. Spending the day in 
Settle was popular, especially on the day the Tour de Yorkshire finished there. 

Leaving Settle Station - photo: Susan Way 



Walks 

 
This year there were 28 walks on the programme plus the ever popular Ribblehead Heritage Tour.  As ever there was 
a great variety, from strenuous hikes in the high Pennines to circular walks around Settle and Ribbledale. Last year 
we offered the chance to climb the Three Peaks on 3 consecutive days, this year we offered shorter, slower climbs 
up both Whernside and Pen-y-ghent.  
 

 

 

(Blizzard on Murton Pike - Photo: David Singleton) 

For the first time there was a hugely popular visit to Appleby Castle, where as well as a guided tour we enjoyed a 
demonstration of armour through the centuries.  
 

 



“A gem of a day, I’ve always wanted to see inside (the castle)” 

“I was thrilled to find something on the Ride2stride programme that I could do now I’m no longer able to 
walk very far.” 

Walk leaders were mentioned by many of the participants with comments including, 

“Really good leaders, they looked after us so well”  

“I wouldn’t have done this alone” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Talks 

 
There were 3 talks this year, attracting 150 people in all. Dr David Johnson of Ingleborough Archaeology Group was 
once again a very popular walk leader and speaker. He led a walk around the Settle, Stainforth and Feizor Triangle on 
the opening day of Ride2stride with a record breaking 51 people and gave his “Old Inns of the Yorkshire Dales” talk 
the same evening.  
 

“We have just completed the above and didn't have the chance 
to say goodbye and a big thank you to David and his back 
marker. Please could you pass on our thanks. It has been a most 
enjoyable and informative day.” Debbie and Norman (by email) 

The North Craven Heritage Trust took part in Ride2stride for the first 
time with a talk on the history of the Settle to Carlisle railway line and 
the Yorkshire Dales Society organised a talk by Steve Hastie, the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park ranger in charge of the Three Peaks area. 

Music 

 
For many the singers and musicians are a highlight of the festival. Music 
in the pubs each evening encourages walkers to stay and eat and drink 
and Ride2stride is now firmly established not just as a walking festival 
but also on the folk music calendar.  There were more musicians than 
ever this year and the numbers grew as the week went on with over 40 
taking part over the weekend.  

 



 

“The music was terrific - such a variety” 

“We loved the welcome and the music at the end of the day” 

 

Finance 

 
Ride2stride is a free festival and everyone involved is a volunteer. The walk leaders, the speakers, the musicians, the 
people who distribute the programmes, the steering group - no one gets paid. We do have some costs though. We 
have a website www.ride2stride.org.uk and we design and print 15,000 programmes. We are very grateful to Friends 
of the Settle Carlisle Line and Northern Rail for their cash contributions, to Briggs Bros of Cononley for reducing the 
cost of printing, to Welcome to Yorkshire for giving Ride2stride free membership and to Skyware Press for 
maintaining the website and designing the programme.  
 

What Next? 

 
Ride2stride 2017 will take place from Tuesday April 25th to Bank Holiday Monday May 1st 
 

Watch the website www.ride2stride.org.uk for further information. 

 

http://www.ride2stride.org.uk/


The Numbers 

Tuesday April 26    

Settle, Stainforth & Feizor Triangle IAG 51  

Craves and Crags FDR 17  

Woods and Water YDS 36  

Old Inns of the Yorkshire Dales (talk) IAG 61 TOTAL:165 

    

Wednesday April 27    

Ribblehead Heritage Tour FoSCL 30  

Appleby Circular via Dufton Pike & High Cup Nick FDR 20  

Murton Pike FoSCL 26  

Appleby Castle Tour FoSCL/FDHW 43  

Appleby Circular via Colby & Bandley Bridge (19) FoSCL 9  

Clapham, Feizor & Giggleswick Scar YDS 20 TOTAL:148 

    

Thursday April 28    

Appleby to Kirkby Stephen on Lady Anne’s Way FDR 22  

Garsdale to Hawes via Mossdale (2 walks) FoSCL/UDWG 23  

Kirkby Stephen Circular via Lammerside FDR 16  

Nine Standards Rigg FoSCL 8  

Landscapes of Upper Ribblesdale YDNPA 25 TOTAL:94 

    

Friday April 29 Tour de Yorkshire    

Long Preston to Settle via Malham Cove FDR 5  

Horton to Settle via Crummackdale FoSCL 17  

Conservation and Farming in Ribblesdale YDMT 8  

Settle – Carlisle Railway 1850 – 1990 (talk) NCHT 53 TOTAL:83 

    

Saturday April 30    

Horton to Ribblehead via Sulber FDR 8  

Horton to Ribblehead via Sulber (later train) FoSCL 19  

Dent to Ribblehead via Great Coum & Whernside FDR 27  

Dent to Ribblehead via Arten Gill  FoSCL 45  

Whernside – Climb a peak slowly FDR 39 TOTAL:138 

    

Sunday May 1 Very wet start    

Pen-y-ghent – Climb a peak slowly FDR 12  

Ribblehead to Horton FDR 14  

Horton Circular via Hull Pot FoSCL 17 TOTAL:43 

    

Monday May 2    

Settle Circular via Pikedaw FDR 20  

Settle Circular via Giggleswick Scar FDR 20  

Whelpstone Crag  FoSCL 12  

Highway to Ancient Woodland YDNPA 20  

Settle-Carlisle line and the 3 Peaks (talk) YDS 36 TOTAL:108 

 

Total number on the walks and talks: 779 plus 40 musicians and locals and other visitors attending music events 
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