
 

1 

 

Ride2stride 2018 
A week of walks, talks and music along the  

Settle to Carlisle railway line 

 
“Just to say a big thank you to everyone who made Ride2Stride such a big success.  
Thank you to the organising committee, the walk leaders and the back markers.  
I had a super week's holiday enjoying the walks and the scenery, meeting up with  
old acquaintances and making new ones. I have been to other Walking Festivals  
but find the sense of community on Ride2Stride special, the railway brings people  
together even if they are taking part in different walks”. 

 
Email received after R2S 2018 
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Tuesday May 1st saw the start of Ride2stride 2018.  A large crowd gathered on Settle station, to hear Mark Corner, 
Chairman of Friends of the Dales, open the 7th Festival. 

The opening day saw a great variety of activities: easy, moderate and strenuous walks, visits to the award winning 
Courtyard Dairy and Settle’s historic Folly and music and a talk in the evening. A great start to a very busy and varied 
week. 

By the end of the week a total of 801 people had taken part, either travelling daily from                                                                                   
Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cumbria or staying in Settle and using the train to access walks further up the line. 
Overseas visitors came from Montreal, Toronto, Yukon, Texas, Denmark, Sardinia and Spain with UK walkers from 
Scotland, Wales, Isle of Man, Gloucestershire, Buckinghamshire, Wiltshire, London, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, 
Northumberland, Suffolk and Essex. 

Walkers were asked who had travelled by train and the majority had, with 75% of people telling us they had 
travelled on the train to the start of their walk, either from home or from their holiday accommodation. We met a 
large number of walkers who had come to the area especially for Ride2stride.  

Walks 
 

“Please could you pass on my thanks to the leader of the strenuous walk from Horton to Settle today....We 
had a great walk, in beautiful scenery.... Many thanks for a really super day; much appreciated. And thanks 
to all of the Ride2Stride team too” 

 
This year there were 29 walks on the programme. The most popular was a 10 mile walk to Oxenber Woods on a 
sunny Bank Holiday Monday which attracted 48 walkers. The leaders had anticipated this and there were extra 
leaders available so the group was divided into 2 walks, setting off 10 minutes apart. Remarkably they never saw 
each other again until they arrived on Settle station at the end of the day. The wildflowers in the woods were 
beautiful. 
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Friends of DalesBus participated for the first time, offering a very successful walk from Austwick to Horton-in-
Ribblesdale. The walk leader met the train in Settle then took walkers round to the bus stop in the town centre 
where they caught the bus to Austwick. After a beautiful walk through Crummackdale the group of 23 caught the 
train at Horton. The day was a great example of how walkers can combine bus and train to access the Dales. 
 
Walks to Dent village also proved popular. To avoid problems of overcrowding on the community buses to and from 
the station Friends of Dales Rail, who were leading the walks, organised additional buses and taxis. 
 
Talks 

There were 3 talks this year, all with associated walks. Chris Grogan gave an 
illustrated talk ‘From Hill Farm to Hiker’ about the creation of A Dales High 
Way long distance route and led a walk along a section of the trail. Both 
were popular with 33 people at the talk and 38 on the walk. Bill Fraser gave 
a fascinating talk about the origins of the rocks used to build Ribblehead 
viaduct and the following day led 27 people to the source of those rocks. 
Colin Speakman led a short walk, ‘Rivers and Rocks’ around Settle and in the 
afternoon talked about ‘Adam Sedgwick, Geologist and Dalesman’. The 
combination of a short walk with a talk on the same day was especially 
popular with 20 on the walk and 45 at the talk.  

 
Music 
There were more musicians than ever this year with a good turnout from day one of the 
festival. The 2 pubs in Dent were included as music venues for the first time but playing 
in the village was not without problems. The roads are very narrow for the 
motorhomes, there was no free overnight parking and most walkers headed straight for 
their trains. The rest of the venues: Royal Oak, Settle; Midland, Appleby; Black Bull, 
Kirkby Stephen; Moorcock, Garsdale, Crown Inn, Horton-in-Ribblesdale; and Settle 
Social Club were very successful and as ever walkers enjoyed the opportunity to get 
together with the musicians at the end of each day. 
 

 
Ride2stride events are all put on by organisations active in the Yorkshire Dales and Eden Valley and co-ordinated by a 
small steering group made up of representatives of some of the participating groups. This year Friends of the Settle-
Carlisle Line (FoSCL), Friends of Dales Rail (FDR), Friends of the Dales (FotD), Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
(YDNPA), Friends of DalesBus (FoDB) and Friends of A Dales High Way (FoADHW) all took part. As usual the music 
was organised by the 3 Peaks Folk Club. Everyone involved is a volunteer. The walk leaders, the speakers, the 
musicians, the people who distribute the programmes, the steering group - no one gets paid. We do have some costs 
though. We have a website www.ride2stride.org.uk and we design and print 15,000 programmes. We are grateful to 
Friends of the Settle Carlisle Line, Northern Railway, Settle Carlisle Development Company and Castleberg Outdoors 
for their financial contributions, to Briggs Bros of Cononley for reducing the cost of printing, to Welcome to Yorkshire 
for giving Ride2stride free membership and to Skyware Press for maintaining the website and designing the 
programme.  
 
What Next? 

 
Watch the website www.ride2stride.org.uk for further information 

  

http://www.ride2stride.org.uk/


 

4 

 

Tuesday May 1st     

Surprising Settle 7 miles Easy FotD 30  

Visit the Courtyard Dairy 5 miles Easy FDR 21  

Settle circular to Courtyard Dairy 10 miles Moderate FDR 36  

Settle circular to Malham Tarn 15 miles Strenuous FDR 26  

From Hill Farm to Hiker Talk FoADHW 33 TOTAL 146 

     

Wednesday May 2nd     

Settle’s Hinterland 7 miles Moderate YDNPA 10  

Discovering Long Preston Deeps 6 miles Easy FotD 18  

Appleby circular via High Cup Nick 14 miles Strenuous FDR 32  

Appleby circular via Coupland 8 miles Moderate FDR 32  

Rock for Ribblehead Viaduct Talk FoSCL 23 TOTAL 115 

     

Thursday May 3rd     

Jericho Shanty Town Experience 2 miles Easy FoSCL 30  

Kirkby Stephen circular via Smardale 10 miles Moderate FDR 19  

Kirkby Stephen circular via Nine Standards 14 miles Strenuous FDR 36  

Austwick to Horton 6 miles Moderate DalesBus 23  

Rock for Ribblehead Viaduct 8 miles Moderate FDR 27 TOTAL 135 

Friday May 4th     

Kirkby Stephen to Garsdale 13 miles Strenuous FDR 16  

Garsdale circular via Hell Gill Force 10 miles Moderate FDR 11  

Garsdale circular via Lady Anne’s High Way 10 miles Moderate FDR 19  

River and Rocks 4 miles Easy FotD 20  

Adam Sedgwick Talk FotD 45 TOTAL 111 

Saturday May 5th     

Red Squirrels at Snaizeholme 14 miles Strenuous FDR 25  

Ribblehead to Dent via Whernside 14 miles Strenuous FDR 7  

Ribblehead to Dent via Dales Way and Craven Way 10 miles Moderate FDR 30  

Nature, Norsemen and Navvies 11 miles Moderate FDR 17  

Dent circular via Flintergill  7 miles Moderate FDR 21  

A Walk with A View 8 miles Moderate FotD 38 TOTAL 138 

Sunday May 6th     

Horton circular via Pen-y-ghent 10 miles Strenuous FDR 20  

Horton-in-Ribblesdale circular 7 miles Moderate FDR 34 TOTAL 54 

Monday May 7th     

Horton to Settle via Crummack Dale 14 miles Strenuous FDR 19  

Three Waterfalls Walk 10 miles Moderate FDR 19  

Iconic Landscapes of Upper Ribblesdale 7 miles Moderate YDNPA 16  

Horton to Settle via Oxenber Woods 10 miles Moderate FDR 48 TOTAL 102 

    TOTAL 801 

 

  

2012 

Numbers not 

collected 

2013 

733 

2014 

873 

2015 

788 

2016 

779 

2017 

839 

2018 

801 


